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Applica1on	and	
Analysis	Codes	

•  Insulate	the	data	API	from	the:	
•  Storage	backend	
•  Storage	schema	

•  Map	between	in-memory	and	
in-storage	objects	

•  Provide	default	mapping	
based	on	NWB	schema	

•  Based	on	NWB	primiCves	
(Group,	Dataset,	AHribute)	but	
independent	of	storage	

•  Provide	more	flexibility	with	
regard	to	data	storage	
•  PyNWB	currently	uses	
HDF5,	but	other	storage	
backends	are	possible	

•  Insulate	the	storage	from	the	
specificaCon	language	
•  Simplify	the	use	and	creaCon	
of	format	specificaCons	and	
extensions	

•  Enable	formal	specificaCon	of	
data	formats	
•  Support	extension	and	
evoluCon	of	the	format	

Format	
Extensions	

•  Provide	a	stable	and	maintainable	data	API	
that	advanced	applicaCons	can	built	on	

•  Customize	type-specific	object-relaConal	
mapping	for	read/write	


